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Kindly Invite You to a Lecture on

Humanitarian Business
by Prof. Dr. Thomas G. Weiss

Chair: Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters, KU Leuven Wednesday 13 March 2013, 19:00 h.

Commentary by: Mr. Antoine Gérard, Auditory Zeger Van Hee, Faculty of Law
Head UN-OCHA Liaison Office, Brussels

Tiensestraat 41, Leuven

Participation is free, but prior registration is required as seating is limited:
conference@ggs.kuleuven.be

Thomas G. Weiss is Presidential Professor at the CUNY Graduate Center in New York and
currently Visiting Professor at the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, KU
Leuven. He was President (2009-10) of the International Studies Association, and Chair
(2006-9) of the Academic Council on the UN System (ACUNS). He recently published
What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix It (2nd ed. 2012) and Humanitarian
Business (January 2013). In his lecture, Professor Weiss will present the main ideas of his recent book
Humanitarian Business, in which he analyses the ‘humanitarian marketplace’ of aid agencies which operate

side-by-side with for-profit businesses, including private military and security companies, in an attempt to
provide humanitarian aid to the millions of people living under duress.

Antoine Gérard is Head of the UN-OCHA Liaison Office in Brussels. From June 2006 to April
2009, he was UN-OCHA Deputy Head of Office and Darfur manager in Sudan. He has a long
history of working with humanitarian organisations in numerous crisis situations. Mr. Gérard
holds an advanced degree in Arabic Language and Middle Eastern studies from the French
National Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilizations.




