
This Teacher’s Manual is part of a package provided in support of the UNESCO 

educational project, “Heritage for Peace and Reconciliation”, which also includes films 

and a brochure. The Heritage for Peace and Reconciliation project shall help educators 

to introduce in their teaching the concepts of dialogue, peace and reconciliation 

through the understanding of cultural heritage. They may use the examples provided 

to prepare school projects, excursions, or exhibitions or enrich through it their everyday 

lessons. One important occasion to pursue actions and cooperation initiatives may be 

21 September of each year, the UN’s International Peace Day.

To focus on a concrete time period and a concrete type of heritage this manual 

focusses on underwater cultural heritage from the First World War. The first World 

War was one of the socially most impacting wars of the last century. One of the 

novelties of that war, which had a particularly great impact on the civil population, 

was the development of the naval war and submarine warfare. This warfare left 

an extensive submerged heritage. While these educational materials focus on the 

extensive underwater cultural heritage from the First World War, the same approach 

can be adopted using examples of underwater cultural heritage from World War II, or 

other time periods where conflicts included large engagements at sea. Safeguarding 

the Underwater Cultural Heritage

of the First World War
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